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Enjoying	the	Cosmic	Joke	

As	Charlie	Chaplin	once	said,	“In	the	end,	everything	 is	a	gag.”	Life	 is	 funny.	God	 is	 funny.	
You’re	funny.	The	events	of	this	world	are	funny.	Joy	is	funny,	love	is	funny,	and	as	some	have	
discovered	after	 intense	 troubles,	 even	 suffering	 can	be	 funny	when	you	have	 the	benefit	of	
hindsight.	As	comedienne	Carol	Burnett	has	said,	“Comedy	is	tragedy	plus	time.”	

 

 

If a person can laugh totally, wholeheartedly, not holding anything back at all, in that 
very moment something tremendous can happen because laughter, when it is total, is 
absolutely egoless, and that is the only condition in which to know God, to be egoless. 

               — Osho 

	

Beneath	this	entire	universe	 is	 the	cosmic	 joke,	and	tapping	 into	that	 level	of	the	game	is	
almost	like	going	beyond	enlightenment.	You’re	tapping	into	the	very	bliss	of	God,	applauding	
His	 grand	dance,	 appreciating	Her	 intricate	 set-ups,	 and	of	 course,	 rolling	 in	 the	aisles	at	 the	
magnificent	punch	line.	

	

The	punch	line	of	this	cosmic	joke	has	many	faces:	

• You can see the punch line in how big this universe is, in those amazing photos of 
countless stars, nebulae, and galaxies that exist millions of light years away and 
are a whole lot bigger than anything you’ve ever called “big.” 

• You can see the punch line in how small it all is, in a drop of swamp water seen 
through the lens of a high-powered microscope that is filled to the brim with 
invisible legions of life. 

• You can see the punch line in how temporary it all is, as those who spend decades 
ruthlessly pursuing wealth and power end up dying just like everyone else — with 
their hands empty. 

	


